
The year’s Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day parade is special, but 
then again, so is every parade in Holyoke. It is special 
to the hundreds of devoted volunteers who lovingly 

organize this event. It is special to the thousands of marchers 
and to the tens of thousands of spectators who will cheer from  
the sideline.

This year’s 72nd Annual parade 
kicks off at 11:10 a.m., on Sunday, 
March 17, on the feast of St. 
Patrick’s Day itself, and that 
makes it special too.

Leading up to the parade there 
are dozens of fundraisers and 
sponsor nights, pageants, award 
ceremonies, breakfasts luncheons 
and dinners. You’ve got the Colleen 
Pageant and Coronation, the 2024 Grand Marshal Reception for 
Holyoke native Mary M. Lynch, the Good Citizenship award for 
Holyoke Road Race guru Billy Harbilas, and other awards given 
out to deserving people.

Perhaps the most anticipated award of all is the JFK National 
Award, presented annually to Americans of Irish descent who 
have distinguished themselves in their chosen field. President 
John F. Kennedy got the very first award in 1958, and then it 
was named in his honor.

This year’s JFK Award goes to Boston Celtics play-by-play 
announcer Mike Gorman, a fitting tribute to Mike’s stellar 
career as a broadcaster, for his service in the U.S. Navy, and for 

being an all-around great guy 
and community leader.

Gorman is retiring after this 
NBA season, from a job he’s 
held since 1981. Basketball fans 
across New England and around 
the world will miss Mike’s 
sharp reporting, Irish wit and 
knowledge of the game.

But Holyoke plans to give 
Gorman the send-off he 
deserves. He and his family 
will be honored at the JFK 
Award Dinner at Log Cabin 

on Saturday, March 16, and at the Holyoke Road Race that 
morning. Then on parade day, the Gormans have a featured 
position in the grand Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade procession.

Recognizing distinguished service, that’s what the Holyoke 
parade is all about. Congratulations to Mike Gorman, Mary M. 
Lynch, Bill Harbilas and to all of this year’s award winners for 
being extra special.
holyokestpatricksparade.co

Experience the 
most legendary
St. Patrick’s Day 
celebrations in
Western Mass.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16TH, 2024 @ 1PM

Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road Race
Hit the ground running with our infamous 10k. 
6.2 miles, 7,000+ runners, 1 epic block party.

SUNDAY, MARCH 17TH, 2024 @ 11:10AM

Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade
Join 400,000+ other spectators for the premier 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in the Northeast.

Celebrate Green Season the Holyoke Way 
LEARN MORE AT
HOLYOKESTPATRICKSPARADE.COM

H OLYOKE MARCHES
HOSPITALITY & GIFTS

O’Connor’s Restaurant and Bar was started by Brendan and 
Claire O’Connor in 1989 and remains an epicenter of Irish hospi-
tality.  O’Connor’s prized corned beef and cabbage dinner is on 
the menu from March 7-14.

Other local Irish places include Quinn’s Pub and Moynagh’s Pub, 
Worcester’s oldest tavern.  And Erin Gift Store at Worcester Public 
Market in Kelley Square offers authentic gifts from Ireland.

Music, dancing, cuisine and culture, these are the cultural 
characteristics of Worcester County’s Irish community, and those of 
so many ethnic communities in the region.

“Central Massachusetts is proud of the variety of activities 
and organizations that highlight the unique cultures of our 
dynamic region,” says Monique Joseph, who invites visitors to 
take “a memorable journey through the Heart of Massachusetts’s 
cultural landscape.”

Central Massachusetts has an abundance of budget-friendly 
hotels, restaurants, breweries, cultural attractions and historical 
landmarks, ensuring a wealth of activities for those visiting for 
the parade or other events.

Find more information about visiting Worcester and Central 
Massachusetts any time of year at discovercentralma.org

13


